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There are, of course, several risk factors associated with using the technology that make 
some reluctant to commit to its use, the main ones being: equipment failure (refusal of any 
component of the system to work as expected), file corruption caused by magnetic or physical 
damage so that the presentation will not run, incompatible media (arriving and finding your files 
are incompatible with the system available) and sometimes lack of appropriate training in both 
the program and the technology. 

Creating a successful presentation is a key issue because there are diverse teaching and 
learning contexts in which PowerPoint can be used for presentations. We must plan our 
presentation structure carefully and according to the general rules of presentations having in 
mind the level at which it is aimed and develop the content for each level of knowledge. The 
slides must not contain much textual material and the pace of presenting it has to be delivered 
normally and not too quickly. Using pictures and short videos can be more explicit than words. 
At the same time standardize on a form of animated text entry that is straightforward and use 
only two text colours unless there are particular reasons for doing so. We should also consider 
whether to use a dark or light background for the presentation according to the light in the 
classroom.  

Then there are some common abuses in PowerPoint learning and teaching which include 
excessive detail during delivery, too much text put on a slide affecting its legibility, irritating 
noises and slide transitions, inappropriate use of multimedia options, tendency to go fast because 
of the ease of delivery of the material and sometimes forgetting of making plans in an event of 
technological failure or alternative activities. These negative aspects are easily avoided by 
training and reflecting upon your approach to teaching and learning. Science subjects still tend to 
be dominated by the information transmission mode of teaching but this is in need of re-thinking 
if we are to develop the types of student skills that tertiary education claims to foster e.g. making 
presentations more interactive and problem-solving orientated. 

This raises the thorny issue of whether or not students should have access to the 
PowerPoint files that are used in teaching sessions and if so, when should they have access and 
should they be modified versions. Opinions currently range from not making them available all 
the time (because it is thought to reduce student attendance) through to making them available 
allows students to evaluate modules in advance, prepare for lectures and make up for 
unavoidable absences. I strongly believe in the latter approach, although it remains up to the 
individual member of staff to decide and there are some who are much more restrictive than 
others. 

Many modules now require students to give presentations as a part of the course and 
generally these results in the use of PowerPoint presentations.  The use of PowerPoint 
presentations by students undoubtedly offers the opportunity for development of a valuable 
transferable skill but its use in that context remains to be developed in many institutions. 
Formative strategies are fairly obvious and when used summatively, an element of peer-
assessment should be considered. 

As a conclusion, PowerPoint is an excellent aid to presentations providing each 
presentation is considered first from a pedagogical viewpoint, bearing in mind the different ways 
in which students learn and largely trying to avoid the pitfalls of passive knowledge 
transmission. These problems, of course, are not specifically associated with PowerPoint use but 
it does have a tendency to make some practitioners feel that the improvements offered by 
PowerPoint are sufficient to make their presentations more effective. When used appropriately, it 
does encourage staff, for the sake of a relatively shallow learning-curve, to improve the 
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