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Abstract: The geographical position of Dobrogea in general, related to the presence of major traffic arteries,
as well as the natural conditions specific to these physical-geographical units of today's Tulcea County have
left their mark on the development of human society, on the development of historical and cultural events,
and have exerted a continuous influence on the occupations and spiritual creations of man in this region.

Keywords: Tulcea- Aegyssus Fortress, archaeological evidence, cultural heritage, cultural goods.

Introduction

In our scientific endeavor, we set out to draw an overview of today's ancient fortress
Aegyssus-Tulcea, both historically and culturally, recounting the antiquity of the area,
being aware of the importance of continuity in this area of a civilization of a European
civilization that was born from, we could say, immemorial times.

Therefore, the archeological vestiges, as well as the cultural goods brought to
light through systematic archeological researches and through rescue excavations over
time reveal the importance, antiquity and at the same time the continuity of a local
population from prehistory to our times. Tulcea, the old Aegyssus.

Just as nature endowed this earth with unique riches and beauties, so too the
history of our forefathers who lived here presents a series of unique sequences,
inscribed not only in national history and attested by descriptive and cartographic
historical sources, starting with Hesiod, Pindar, Herodotus, Thucydides, Polybius,
Strabo, Ptolemy, Antonius' Itinerary, Notitia Episcopatum, Genoese Portulanele and
many other medieval and modern cartographic and ethnographic documents.!

1.1. Tulcea-old fortress Aegyssus between past and present

Archaeological evidence discovered and exploited over time by specialists reveals
evidence of inhabiting this area since prehistory. An eloquent example in this sense is
the discovery in Cernavoda of the statuettes "The Thinker" and "The Woman", cultural
assets of exceptional artistic and historical value of Neolithic art being part of the
heritage of Hamangia culture?, depicting the family.

[t should be noted that among the many interactions of Dobrogea with the ancient
civilizations the most significant and with the most important consequences is the Greek

A

'Gavrila Simion, ,,Planul organizirii unui complex muzeala la Tulcea”, in Revista Muzeelor, Bucuresti, Editura
Intrepriderea Poligrafica ,,Informatia”, 1972, p. 208-209.

2 Adrian Radulescu, Ion Bitoleanu, Istoria Dobrogei, editia a II-a revizuitd, Constanta, Editura Ex Ponto, p. 20.
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civilization. The integration of Scythia Minor3 (Dobrogea) in the Greek and then Roman
culture and life forms, also offered favorable conditions for the spread of Christian
teaching.
Aegyssus is referred to by inscriptions and archaeological discoveries until the end of
the 16th century*. Instead, the name of the city of Tulcea appears for the first time in
1570, when the consul Andrei Taranowschi wrote in his diary on the way to
Constantinople the following: "From Chilia I sailed up the Danube and came to a small
town called Tulcea.">

The importance of the North Pontic city for the European cultural heritage lies in
its ancienty, which, as archaeological research has shown, was formed "at the foot of a
rocky promontory"®, with the oldest level of habitation dating to the VII-VI centuries
BC7, thus highlighting an evolution of living in this area until the Roman era® and from
the Roman era with a brief interruption in the historical time of about 3-4 centuries
(seventh-eleventh century) to the present day.

[t is notorious that the fortress of Aegyssus is located on Monument Hill (Colnicul
Hora) the old name of the city of Tulcea according to Ovid, would have belonged to a
legendary founder Aegyssos Caspyos, name of Celtic origin®. Recounting the historical
events that took place in 12 BC, when the city was attacked by the Getae, Ovid
considered it uetus urbs.10
Thus, in a letter addressed to the emperor Severius, the Latin poet wrote: ,Near the bank
of the Istra with two names, there is an old fortress, which can hardly be entered, due to
the fortifications and the place where it is located. If we are to give credence to its
inhabitants themselves, Caspyus Aegyssus is the one who would have founded it and
would have named it after his name. The cruel ghetto took control of it after suddenly,
with war, it destroyed the odrizi .11

Starting with the 2nd century AD, after the Danube fleet (Classis Flavia Moesica)
was established at Noviodunum??, Aegyssus evolved as a Roman city in which it was
very important to practice a transit trade with people from the northern Pontic
steppes!3, developing thus as a cosmopolitan city!4, among the most important
inhabitants being the Greeks (shipowners, merchants, navigators, etc.).

1.2. Early cultural aspects in the North Dobrogea region

® Emil Dumea, Crestinismul antic in Scytia Minor (Dobrogea), lasi, Editura Sapientia, 2016.

* Daniel Petre, Biserica Buna Vestire-Tulcea, File de cronicd, Tasi, Editura Sf. Mina 2014

® Petre Cotet, Tulcea, Bucuresti, Editura Cartografica Gh. Vasile, 1975, p. 42.

® Victor Henrich Baumann, Prezenta elenilor la Tulcea, Bucuresti, Editura Xpress Printing, 2005, p.15.
" Dating following the intramural rescue excavations carried out in 1996 by 1. Vasiliu.
® Rescue excavations carried out between 1973-1974, V. H. Baumann, A. Opait.

¥ Ghidul turistic al judetului Tulcea, Tulcea, 2011.

10 %+ Qvidius, Opere, Bucuresti, Editura Gunivas, 2001.

! Petre Cotet, op.cit., p. 41.

2 L oc. Isaccea.

3 Victor Baumann, op. cit., p. 18.

' 1dem, ,,Schita privind evolutia istorica a teritoriului actual al municipiului Tulcea”
an V, nr.1-4, p.33.
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For the Roman period, the archaeological discoveries reveal the fact that the new
cultural aspects are manifested in the architectural and sculptural field, noting that
public and private buildings are characterized by a monumentalism due to economic
growth in the time of the Antonines15,

Of great historical value for our cultural heritage are the funerary stars, bas-
reliefs, statuettes, etc. discovered in Moesia Minor in the sec. I-IIl AD images of the
Thracian knight, of Dionyssus, of the statuette Cybelel%etc., cultural goods that attest to
the authenticity of perpetuation or even our identity as a people in these lands. He
would have preached the first call to the apostolate - St. Andrew?!’. But archaeological
sources attest to the new religion during the persecutions of Diocletian and Galerius
(303-304)18 and, especially, after the Edict of Tolerance in Milan in 313, during the reign
of Constantine the Great?°.

There is not information on the inhabitation of the fortress between the 7th and
11th centuries. But, starting with the 11th century on the Lower Danube, the chronicler
Mihail Attaleiates recalls that in the numerous fairs in this area there was ,a mixed
multitude of all languages."?*In the Byzantine era, information about the populations in
the area at the mouth of the Danube, comes from the treaty concluded by the prince of
Dobrogea, Ivanco, in 1387 with the Genoese, being evoked "Greeks, Bulgarians, vel
alli".21 Nicolae lorga, in the work entitled Histoire des relations anglo-roumaines,
mentions the existence of a bazaar in Tulcea, where Greek merchants landed in the 15th
century. 16th century coming from the island of Chios?22.

Paul Georgiu?23, in a document from the 16th century, tells us that Dobrogea, the
old land between the Danube and the Sea, was habited by Christians, along with the
Turks but only by the sea. Between sec. XVI-XVIII, the strategic function of the area
develops and the economic one decreases?4, in other words, in 1706 Tulcea was
described as ,a small fortress built on the bank of the Danube, taking care of an arm of
the Danube, so that it cannot cross ships without news in the Black Sea and from the
Black Sea in the Danube?5. During Ottoman rule, the Levantine Greeks were the ones
who mediated Dobrogea's trade with the High Gate.

After the Russo-Turkish wars, the Danube centers were depopulated?¢, being
recorded the fact that between 1771-1774 and in 1821 the Russians occupied the
Danube Delta?’ and in 1828 they deserted everything in their way along the Black Sea.

15 Adrian Radulescu, Ion Bitoleanu, op.cit., p. 116.

1% |bidem, p.117.

" Mircea Pacurariu, Istoria Bisericii Ortodoxe Romdne, vol. |, Bucuresti, Editura Doxologia, 2004, p. 45.
'8 Ibidem, p. 123.

19 Adrian Radulescu, Ion Bitoleanu, Istoria..., 1979, p- 140.

20%x% Historia, 1853, 204, . 20-21.

2L Al P. Arbore, ,,Asezirile bulgarilor”, in Arhiva Dobrogei, vol. I, Bucuresti, 1916, p. 20.

22 C. Serban, V. Serban, ,,Rolul economic si politico militar al oraselor din Dobrogea de Nord in sec. XVI-
XVII” in Peuce 2, Tulcea, 284-289.

28 %**\onumenta historica Slavorum meridionalium, I1.

¥ \/ictor Baumann, op.cit., p. 20.

25 x**Arhiva Dobrogei, Bucuresti, 1916, vol. I, p. 92.

%8 \/ictor Baumann, op. cit., p. 21.

27 Lelia Postolache, Bisericile orasului Tulcea si slujitorii lor, Slobozia, Editura Metamorfozi, 2013, p.27.
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Under these conditions, "burned and demolished cities are abandoned by the masses." 28
According to Hector de Bearn, who accompanied the Russian army, there were only 20
houses left in Tulcea during the Russo-Turkish war of 1828-1829.

Starting with 1829, the repopulation of Dobrogea takes place, and in 1830 there
is an overpopulation of the city, being necessary a new systematization or urban
structuring, so the first inhabitants who settled in the northeastern part of the city were
those from Prislav (locality Nufaru). The peninsular settlement in the area of Colnic
Hora is not abandoned, the new city stretching around the central lagoon which
becomes, in time, the central area of the city. According to the architect Gh. Bratescu, the
Greeks, recently settled at the mouth of the lagoon in the Danube, occupy the territory
near the church, St. Nicholas "to the street” Bestepeni ”.2°
Starting with 1829, the repopulation of Dobrogea takes place, and in 1830 there is an
overpopulation of the city, being necessary a new systematization or urban structuring,
so the first inhabitants who settled in the northeastern part of the city were those from
Prislav (locality Nufaru).3°The peninsular settlement in the Hora Colnic area is not
abandoned, the new city stretching around the central lagoon which becomes, in time,
the central area of the city. 31According to the architect Gh. Bratescu, Babadag hill is
occupied by the inhabitants from Bestepe who together with the Greeks, recently settled
at the mouth of the lagoon in the Danube, occupy the territory near the church, ,St.
Nicholas" to the street , Bestepeni".

The Adrianople Peace Treaty32 addresses the issue of the Danube Mouths33,
which was resolved with the establishment in 1856 of the European Danube
Commission34 (a Commission3> that we could consider the forerunner of the European
Communities and now the European Union) and which offered the possibility to reaffirm
The mouths of the Danube of the Greek Communities.3¢ In this geo-political context, an
important Greek community is developing in the North Dobrogea city, which contributes
decisively to the economic, spiritual and, why not, cultural development of the area.

There is very little documentary evidence from the medieval era and even the
modern one until the war of independence, because many of them were destroyed
during the confrontations that also included the territory of Dobrogea.3’As a result,
documents and images of the old Tulcea are rare. It is known that the Ottoman archive

28 Gheorghe Bratescu, ,,Tulcea- Schita urbanistica”, in Analele Dobrogei, IX, vol. 1, 1928, p.32.

% Josif Colcer, Viorel Magureanu, File din Istoria Dobrogei, Tulcea, 1998, p. 33.

% | elia Postolache, op.cit., p. 28.

#! Gheorghe Britescu, op.Cit., p. 3.

%2 The Peace Treaty of Adrianople (also called the Treaty of Edirne), between the Russian Empire and the
Ottoman Empire, completed after the end of the Russo-Turkish War of 1828-1829; this treaty was signed on
September 14, 1829 in Adrianople by Alexei Orlov and Abdul Kadirbei. Thus, the Ottoman Empire gave Russia
access to the mouths of the Danube and the Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki fortresses in Georgia.

% Victor Baumann, op.cit., p. 22.

% LLa Commission Europeenne du Danubeet son oevre de 1856 a 1931, Paris, 1931, p. 3.

% Commission based in Galati and Sulina.

% petre Daniel, Biserica..., Tasi, 2014, p. 10.

% Tudor Mateescu, ,,Arhivele din Dobrogea in timpul stipanirii otomane”,
XXXVI, nr.1-2, 1974, p. 232.
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of Tulcea was mostly destroyed in 1877, another part evacuated to Istanbul3® and
Sofia3? following the departure of the Ottoman leadership, a leadership that had been at
the head of the blood (province) of Tulcea until the War of Independence -1878). We
hope that future research will be carried out that will bring to light the documents that
were taken by the foreign authorities, documents so necessary in the knowledge of the
history of Dobrogea. As for the archival fund, until the First World War, it is known that
it was also partially destroyed, in turn, during the German-Turkish-Bulgarian
occupation, when Tulcea and its inhabitants suffered enormously.0

To these are added the migration of Tulcea inhabitants of Turkish, Bulgarian, Greek,
Jewish ethnicity in different periods of local history, for political, economic or social
reasons, carrying with them albums with photos, documents, paintings and stories,
which have been lost. maybe forever.

Conclusions

The rediscovery, promotion and capitalization of the historical, artistic and
cultural heritage of the territory of each country has recently become one of the key
points of European cultural policy and beyond. Thus, history, traditions and culture can
guarantee the preservation of the roots of each state. Therefore, the theme of
knowledge, protection and enhancement of cultural heritage is not only regional, but
also national and international a strategic resource for the relaunch of each nation, its
centrality in the reflections of many historians, people of culture, etc. attesting to this
overwhelming importance.

In conclusion, it can be said that since the end of the twentieth century, EU
Member States have begun important international research in order to identify the best
methodology for the management, protection and enhancement of cultural heritage.
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