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So, neighbourhood is a fluctuating and diluted factor nowadays and I think that 

Transylvania's medieval past concerning neighbourhoods provides an example in this respect: 

a picture of a settled, God-fearing and caring world. 

 

II.. Transylvania - the settlement of the Saxons and the community models they 

brought  

Transylvania entered under the control of the Hungarian royalty in the XI and XII 

centuries. In order to ensure that it had full control of this territory they invited population of 

German origin from the Rhine, the Mozela and Luxembourg with the help of the landlords. 

Those would generically be called Saxons. They would settle in distinct areas of south-

eastern Transylvania and, as a result of the socio-economic privileges they received from the 

Hungarian royalty, would constitute the Land of the King. They brought with them from the 

West advanced methods of working the fields, the division of trades into families and 

categories and social organizations called brotherhoods. These probably originated in the 

Roman Empire and were taken up and adapted by the new barbarian kingdoms. A first 

structure of the Transylvanian Saxons were the Bruderschaft associations of boys, together 

with the brotherhoods of the guilds mentioned in documents. The first of its kind was 

mentioned in 1372, followed by the St. John Association of 1484 in Sibiu. 

From these brotherhoods and associations neighbourhoods emerged as a result of 

evolution and based on the rights obtained by the Saxons in Transylvania. In towns they were 

organized by districts and at the beginning they had quasi-military attributions and then 

became community structures. The first neighbourhood is recorded in Prejmer in 1498, in 

1531 on a street in Brasov, 1601 in Sighisoara and in 1640 in Rupea. In 1796, the 

Transylvanian government decided that all inhabitants, regardless of their nationality, should 

enter the neighbourhood assembly (Eduard Muller, p. 120.) and in 1891, following a decision 

of the Hungarian Ministry of the Interior, they were abolished. However, they survived by 

belonging to the Saxons and to the Romanians separately.  

In towns the neighbourhoods were structured by districts and depending on how big 

they were they formed two or three neighbourhoods, but in the villages, they were fewer: one 

per two streets, so their number was variable. 

III. Neighbourhoods as forms of community control and maintenance of good 

order 

Neighbourhoods were only open to married men and were required membership to the 

Saxon community. Their duties were based on moral norms and were marked in the written 

statutes of the neighbourhoods. They were in charge of guarding the fortress walls, 

fortifications and gates. They were also responsible for making sure that every family cleaned 

their street, the fairgrounds and were careful not to light fires that could endanger the 

community. But the main task of the neighbourhoods was to help their members: to organize 

weddings, to build a house, to organise a funeral (by helping to dig a grave). They took care 

of the elderly, the widows of the community and the women who were still recovering from 

childbirth by taking turns to bring those food. Neighbourhood by-laws required the consent of 

neighbours to sell or purchase a house. In the villages the neighbourhoods had several 

specific functions... they decided how to use the fields and pastures, hired shepherds, 

determined the grazing and harvesting period, (R. Ban, I Depner, p. 123).  

The management of the neighbourhood was given by vote to an elderly man of 

experience and authority who was elected by the members of the neighbourhood and was 

called the "Tata de vecini" (Neighbourhood father). This mandate lasted 2-3 years and they 

were given trust and authority.  

Each neighbourhood had a box holding the signs of the neighbourhood, the registers 

of the members and the amounts they contributed, together with the fines paid (if the request 
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Image 1. Register of the 4th neighbourhood of Rupea . It is a register handwritten by 

several people containing lists of people, expenses for various repairs, help given to those 

who needed it.mIt ie well kept and preserved. 
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Image 2- Inventory of the 4th neighbourhood. From the neighbourhood's handwritten 

box an inventory made in 1960 with all the amounts that were collected and of course the 

related expenses. The signatures belong to thr neighbour's father, the youngest member and 

the neighbour's secretary. 
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Image 3 . Neighbourhood register no. 6. It covers the period from 1850 to 1960 and 

contains the accounts, the inventory of the neighbourhood (the neighbourhood owned 

crockery, large pots, glasses and cutlery which were used for events that brought the whole 

community together: neighbourhood gatherings, weddings and funerals). 
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Imagine 4. Statute of Rupea parish repealed by the church assembly. It contains 43 

articles which had a complex structure: ensuring order in the locality, the school rules, the 

obligation for everyone to attend liturgy on Sunday and on feast days, rules of conduct and 

dress in the locality. 
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Picture 5. Neighbourhood Box No. 6 with the signs of the neighborhood, the 

neighbourhood notice board and the small ledger with the accounts in it. When the box was 

frequently used the money of the neighbours was also kept in it. 
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Imagine 6. Neighbourhood communication tablet no. 3 from 1819. Unfortunately, it is 

quite damaged and does not have much identification elements. It is not accompanied by any 

protocol or by a neighbourhood box. 

All these were neighbourhoods with a strong identity. For the Saxons realities like 

going to church were dearly and carefully preserved. Unfortunately, due to the deportations 

in the 1950s and especially to the emigration after 1990, the number of Saxons in Rupea 

decreased drastically. Today there are only 2 families of Saxons in the town and they are still 

here because they refused to leave. 

The model of the Saxon neighbourhoods was taken over by the Romanians of Rupea 

who lived on the side streets and there are still four of them today, but the only duties that 

remain today are: funeral help and the party that takes place on January 24th for each 

neighbourhood. After the period of collectivization and confiscation of land from the 
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